HITLER  AND   I

were carefully handpicked by our local leaders. Most
officers and non-commissioned officers now read Die
Tat, the circulation of which increased tenfold. At the
'Ring', as our secret meetings were called, officers
rubbed shoulders with trade unionists and ardent
young intellectuals. There were various degrees of
membership of the Black Front, as there are in masonic
lodges. There were naturally 'Rings' in all big garrison
towns and all industrial centres.

Hitler, relieved of the millstone represented by the
real revolutionaries among his followers, sailed full
steam ahead towards the reactionary forces of the old
regime. Nothing was left to stop him from contracting
a close alliance with capitalism and heavy industry.
From his partnership with the rich and influential he
looked forward to securing the right of addressing
public meetings in Berlin, and eventually, of course,
to the conquest of North Germany. He also had one
eye on the possibility of ousting Gregor, and he was
planning an expansion of the S.A., upon whose brute
force his authority in part relied. Thyssen was a
harbinger, the first swallow announcing the spring.
The prizes that he was really after were Hugenberg
and Schacht.

Hugenberg is a curious character, a typical Prussian
of the old school, heavy, intelligent, brutal, but more
or less honest. He was the leader of the Pan-Germans,